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of healthy individuals, particularly in individuals coming in
frequent contact with cattle.
Experimentally an infection sometimes resulting in death
can be produced in the guinea-pig ; porcine strains ofBr. abortus
are the most and bovine strains the least virulent for these animals.
In the monkey it appears that melitensis and porcine abortus
strains are definitely more infective than bovine abortus strains.
In man melitensis and porcine strains are more virulent than
bovine strains ; Br. melitensis is responsible for the condition
known as Malta, Mediterranean or undulant fever ; the porcine
and bovine strains ofBr. abortus give rise to the so-called ** abortus
fever ". The mode of infection and the disease process of these
conditions appear to be essentially the same, and they are both
considered as undulant fever.
Undulant Fever (Brucellosis)
Undulant fever was originally found mainly in Malta and the
countries bordering the Mediterranean Sea, and it was conse-
quently known as Mediterranean or Malta fever. Its prevalence
in Malta led to the formation in 1904 of a special commission to
investigate it. As a result the rdles played by the goat as the
primary focus of infection and by goat's milk as the vehicle were
determined. The subsequent restriction and control of the con-
sumption of goat's milk enormously reduced the incidence of
the condition.
It was not until the relationship of the M. melitensis of Bruce
and the B. abortus of Bang was established by Evans in 1923 that
animals other than the goat, particularly the cow, were con-
sidered to be responsible for the disease. These observations
were soon confirmed and recent investigations have shown that
the disease is widespread ; cases have been reported in many
countries. It has probably existed in this country as an unrecog-
nized disease for some time ; Br. abortus is the common setio-
logical agent and the usual vehicle of infection is cow's milk.
Infection may also follow the handling of infected material, such
as milk and meat. The handling of infected meat is the usual
mode of infection with porcine strains of J5r. abortus.
The incubation period is uncertain ; most observers give
from 8-14 days as the time of onset after the ingestion of the
organisms. The symptomatology of the disease is extremely
variable ; headache, lassitude, general malaise, bone pains,
profuse sweating and pyrexia of the intermittent type are usually